
 

The 47th Annual SCRG Avalanche Seminar 2026 
OVERVIEW 

7:30 – 8:00 Registration and sign in – Coffee and snacks provided                                         Glen, Mitch, Anna, Elyse 

 

MORNING SESSIONS – EVERYONE 

8:00 – 8:50 Out the Door Weather Planning for the First Responder (Winter)            SCRG - Austin Finnell ​
 

8:50 - 9:30 Basics of Mechanized Travel through Avalanche Terrain for SAR 
Professional 

  Tyler’s Backcountry - ​
Nicholas Baker​

 

9:30 – 10:20 CAIC Drone Program - Operations and Use Cases  CAIC - Ryan Zarter​
 

MORNING SESSIONS – FUNDAMENTALS TRACK 

10:30 – 11:10 Avalanche Problems and Snowpack Basics Copper Mtn. Ski Patrol - 
Thomas Creighton 

 

11:10 – 11:30 Overview of Core Rescue Tools and Techniques SCRG - Duncan Saunders 

 

11:30 – 12:10 On the Avalanche Scene: Roles, Responsibilities, and Expectations
​  

Alpine Rescue -  Dale Atkins​
 

 

MORNING SESSIONS – SPECIAL TOPICS TRACK 

10:30 – 11:20 Mechanized Travel through Avalanche Terrain for Advanced Riders​
 

Tyler’s Backcountry - ​
Nicholas Baker​

 

11:20 - 12:10 MEDICAL: Patient Resuscitation, Packaging, and Management SCRG - Aaron Parmet 

  

 

 

 

LUNCH AND TRANSITION TO AFTERNOON SESSIONS – 12:10 – 13:00 

 



DAY 1 AFTERNOON – FIELD SESSIONS 13:00 – 15:30  - ​ ALL STATIONS BEGIN ON THE HOUR OR HALF HOUR 

Station 1 – 30 min Transceiver Practice - Instructors split group into single vs. multi 
based on experience 

Austin​
Doug​

Ben Butler 

Wilkerson 

Rob 

Station 2 - 30 min 

 

RECCO Dale  

Station 3– 30 min Patient Packaging & Management​
 

Parker​
Parmet​

 

Station 4 – 30 min Probe Line Searching​
 

Duncan​
​
 

Station 5 - 30 min Transceiver Theory - Distance, Orientation, Ranging, Trailhead 
Checks 

 

Drew  

  Radio Command​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       Joe & Cheryl Kassay​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             

 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS – EVERYONE 

15:45 – 16:15​
 

Transitions - Managing Ingresses and Egresses for Avalanche 
Missions​
 

    Alpine Rescue -  Dale Atkins 

16:15 – 17:00 Shrine Pass Avalanche Response Case Study             SCRG - Matt Parker 
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DAY 2 – FREMONT PASS FIELD STATIONS 07:30-15:15  

Fremont Pass Location: 39.376931, -106.193833​
 

 

Each station is 50 mins plus a 10 min transition between stations/snack up/bathroom/etc. 

Overview  

7:45 am               

A briefing of the day will begin at 7:45. Rotations will begin at 
8:00  sharp. 

Joe and Cheryl Kassay 

Station 1  Fundamentals: Transceiver Park and Probe line drills Duncan, Benson​
 

Station 2 Avalanche rescue field scenario 1​
 

Butler, Scalise ​
  

Station 3 Deep Burials – Strike Team Conveyor Shoveling​
 

Mitch 

11:00 - 30 minute break after your first three stations for lunch.​
 

Station 4  Avalanche rescue field scenario 2​
 

Drew, Gelb​
 

Station 5 Patient Packaging & Evacuation​
 

Rob, Aric W.  

Station 6 Avalanche rescue field scenario 3​
 

Doug, Joe K. 

Debrief                 Group debrief and picture        

Radio Command: Tim D  

 

 

ABOUT THE SUMMIT COUNTY AVALANCHE RESCUE SEMINAR 

The Summit County Avalanche Rescue Seminar is in its 47th year of operation. Organized by the Summit County Rescue 

Group (SCRG), it is Colorado’s premier avalanche rescue program focused on mountain rescue groups and organized 

avalanche rescue. Our instructors are experienced avalanche professionals. Offered over two days, there are tracks for 

both the new and experienced avalanche rescuer. The majority of the 15-hour course is taught in the field.  

Thank you for attending!  

Zac Cohen​ ​            Zach Wade ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Seminar Co-Chair​            Seminar Co-Chair​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Share your Avy Seminar photos with us @screscuegroup on Facebook ​
or @summitcountyrescue on Instagram 

 

3 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/39%C2%B022'37.0%22N+106%C2%B011'37.8%22W/@39.3769444,-106.1938333,880


About Our Speakers 

 

Aaron Parmet​
Summit County Rescue Group, Common Spirit Hospital and Vail Health 

__ 

Austin Finnell​
Summit County Rescue Group 

__ 

Dale Atkins 

Alpine Rescue Team, Rescue Industry Luminary 

__ 

Duncan Saunders​
Summit County Rescue Group 

__ 

Matt Parker​
Summit County Rescue Group 

__ 

Nicholas Baker 

Tyler’s Backcountry Awareness  

__ 

Ryan Zarter 

Colorado Avalanche Information Center 
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